
Phonological Awareness
PA12 Syllables
Syllable Word Game                 Benchmark: F.2d

Objective
The child will segment syllables in words.

Materials
• Game Board (Activity Master) - Copy on cardstock, connect, and laminate.
• Syllable Picture Cards - Copy on cardstock, cut apart, write the number of syllables on the back side of the 

cards for self-check, and laminate.
• Counters (or other game pieces)

Activity
After teacher introduction, children count the number of syllables in words while playing a board game.
1. Place the Game Board and stack the Syllable Picture Cards face up on a flat surface. Place game pieces at START 

on the Game Board.
2. Taking turns, children select the top card and say the word of the picture shown (e.g., “guitar”).
3. Say the word again segmenting it by syllables (i.e., “gui-tar”). Count the number of syllables (i.e., “2”). Check the 

back of the card for the number of syllables.
4. If correct, move game piece the same number of spaces on game board. If incorrect, leave game piece where it is.
5. Place card at bottom of stack.
6. Continue until children reach the end.
7. Self-check.

Adaptations and Extensions
• Make other word cards to use in the game.  
• Clap syllables as a group to get more involvement.
• Add one syllable picture cards (from other activities) and/or 4-5 syllable words.
• If you get a 2 syllable word, think of another 2 syllable word before you move 2 spots on the board.
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“Cray-on. That’s two syllables!”
crayon
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blimp 1
donut 2

yak 1
spoon 1



Phonological Awareness
PA12 Syllables
Syllable Word Game                 Benchmark: F.2d

2014 Office of Early Learning  VPK Learning Center Activities: Phonological Awareness 
PA12: Syllable Word Game (Adaptation of P.56)

quail 1
cheese 1

bandaid 2
penguin 2
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shoulder 2
butter 2

wrench 1
zebra 2
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unicorn 3
microscope 3
telephone 3
rhinoceros 4
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4 5 6

7 8 9
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cauliflower 4




















