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Objective
The student will identify the meaning of words in context.

Materials
 ▶ Sentence cards

If words in this activity are not appropriate for your students, make and use sentence cards that are
more applicable.
Note: The first underlined word is the target word and the second underlined word is the answer.

Activity
Students identify the meaning of target words by using the context of the sentence.
1. Place sentence cards face down in a stack at the center.
2. Working in pairs, student one selects the top card from the stack and reads the sentence to 

student two without showing the card (e.g., “The cloud was so enormous it seemed to cover the 
whole sky. Was it huge or little?”).

3. Student two states the answer (i.e., “it was huge”). Student one checks to see if the answer is 
correct by looking at the second underlined word or phrase.

4. If correct, student one gives the card to student two. If incorrect, student one states the correct 
answer, shows the card to student two, and places it at the bottom of the stack.

5. Reverse roles and continue until all cards are read.
6. Peer evaluation

V. 025Words in Context
If the Word Fits

Extensions and Adaptations
 ▶ Make and use other sentence cards.

“The cloud was so enormous that it seemed to cover 
the little?”huge or whole sky. Was the cloud 

The cloud was so enormous 
it seemed to cover the 

whole sky.

Was little?the cloud huge or 



Vocabulary

K-1 Student Center Activities: Vocabulary ©2005 The Florida Center for Reading Research and Florida Department of Education (Revised, 2021)

V. 025 If the Word Fits

sentence cards

Th
e

 c
lo

u
d

 w
a

s 
so

 e
n

o
rm

o
u

s 
it 

se
e

m
e

d
 t

o
 c

o
ve

r t
h

e
 

w
h

o
le

 s
ky

.

W
a

s 
th

e
 c

lo
u

d
 h

u
g

e
 o

r l
itt

le
?

Th
e

 c
a

t 
w

a
s 

ve
ry

 c
u

rio
u

s 
a

n
d

 t
rie

d
 t

o
 d

isc
o

ve
r w

h
a

t 
w

a
s 

m
a

ki
n

g
 t

h
e

 n
o

ise
.

D
id

 t
h

e
 c

a
t 

w
a

n
t 

to
 fi

n
d

 o
u

t 
w

h
a

t 
w

a
s 

m
a

ki
n

g
 t

h
e

 n
o

ise
 

o
r w

a
n

t 
to

 g
o

 t
o

 s
le

e
p
?

I c
a

n’
t 

fin
d

 m
y 

d
o

g
. 

H
e

 ju
st

 d
isa

p
p

e
a

re
d

.

Is
 t

h
e

 d
o

g
 e

a
tin

g
 o

r 
u

n
a

b
le

 t
o

 b
e

 s
e

e
n
?

Th
e

 b
ik

e
 g

a
in

e
d

 s
p

e
e

d
 

a
s 

it 
w

e
n

t 
d

o
w

n
 t

h
e

 h
ill.

D
id

 t
h

e
 b

ik
e

 lo
se

 
o

r a
d

d
 s

p
e

e
d
?



Vocabulary

K-1 Student Center Activities: Vocabulary©2005 The Florida Center for Reading Research and Florida Department of Education (Revised, 2021)

V. 025If the Word Fits

sentence cards

Th
e

 c
lo

u
d

 w
a

s 
so

 e
n

o
rm

o
u

s 
it 

se
e

m
e

d
 t

o
 c

o
ve

r t
h

e
 

w
h

o
le

 s
ky

.

W
a

s 
th

e
 c

lo
u

d
 h

u
g

e
 o

r l
itt

le
?

Th
e

 c
a

t 
w

a
s 

ve
ry

 c
u

rio
u

s 
a

n
d

 t
rie

d
 t

o
 d

isc
o

ve
r w

h
a

t 
w

a
s 

m
a

ki
n

g
 t

h
e

 n
o

ise
.

D
id

 t
h

e
 c

a
t 

w
a

n
t 

to
 fi

n
d

 o
u

t 
w

h
a

t 
w

a
s 

m
a

ki
n

g
 t

h
e

 n
o

ise
 

o
r w

a
n

t 
to

 g
o

 t
o

 s
le

e
p
?

I c
a

n’
t 

fin
d

 m
y 

d
o

g
. 

H
e

 ju
st

 d
isa

p
p

e
a

re
d

.

Is
 t

h
e

 d
o

g
 e

a
tin

g
 o

r 
u

n
a

b
le

 t
o

 b
e

 s
e

e
n
?

Th
e

 b
ik

e
 g

a
in

e
d

 s
p

e
e

d
 

a
s 

it 
w

e
n

t 
d

o
w

n
 t

h
e

 h
ill.

D
id

 t
h

e
 b

ik
e

 lo
se

 
o

r a
d

d
 s

p
e

e
d
?

sentence cards

Th
e

 g
irl

’s
 re

p
ly

 t
o

 t
h

e
 

q
u

e
st

io
n

 w
a

s 
rig

h
t.

D
id

 s
h

e
 re

p
e

a
t 

o
r 

a
n

sw
e

r t
h

e
 q

u
e

st
io

n
?

H
e

 w
a

s 
e

a
g

e
r t

o
 g

o
 

d
o

w
n

st
a

irs
 a

n
d

 o
p

e
n

 h
is 

g
ift

s.

W
a

s 
h

e
 s

c
a

re
d

 o
r e

xc
ite

d
?

I n
e

e
d

 t
o

 g
o

 t
o

 s
le

e
p

 n
o

w
 

b
e

c
a

u
se

 I 
a

m
 v

e
ry

 d
ro

w
sy

.

A
m

 I 
th

irs
ty

 o
r t

ire
d
?

A
u

tu
m

n
 is

 t
h

e
 s

e
a

so
n

 b
e

fo
re

 
w

in
te

r w
h

e
n

 t
h

e
 w

e
a

th
e

r 
tu

rn
s 

c
o

o
le

r.

Is
 t

h
e

 s
e

a
so

n
 fa

ll 
o

r s
p

rin
g
?



Vocabulary

K-1 Student Center Activities: Vocabulary ©2005 The Florida Center for Reading Research and Florida Department of Education (Revised, 2021)

V. 025 If the Word Fits

blank cards


