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Objective
The student will identify variant correspondences in words.

Materials
 ▶ Word cards 

The digraphs used: ea, au, aw, ow, oa, ai, ay, ee.

Activity
Students identify and match vowel digraphs by playing a card game.
1. Place the word cards face down in a stack. Each student takes five cards from the stack. The 

remaining cards in the stack are the “lake.” 
2. Students check their cards for pairs of vowel digraphs. Read the words, identify the vowel sound 

and vowel digraph, and place the matching pairs down. For example, “I have peek and seed, 
they have the /e/ vowel sound that is spelled with ‘ee’.” 

3. Student one asks for a word card that contains the same vowel digraph as one of the cards he is 
holding. For example, “Do you have a card that has an /ā/ sound and is spelled with ‘ai’?” 

4. If yes, student two gives it to student one who reads both words and target sounds. Places 
match down. If no, student two says, “Go fishing for a digraph!” Whether or not a match is 
made, student selects enough cards from the stack so that he is holding a total of five cards. 

5. Student two takes a turn. 
6. Continue game until all cards are matched. 
7. Peer evaluation 

P. 018 Variant Correspondences
Fishing for Vowel Digraphs

Extensions and Adaptations
 ▶ Do an open sort with the word cards.

“I have peek and seed, they 
have the /e/ vowel sound 
that is spelled with ‘ee’.”
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waistbail brain

trail maintainwait
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traygrainfaint

baystayclay
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fraygray jay

may sweep speech
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seedweep

steelpeek teepee

screen
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dreambeam stream

cream lean bead
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vaultreal

taughthaunt

steal

cause



Phonics

2-3 Student Center Activities: Phonics©2005 The Florida Center for Reading Research and Florida Department of Education (Revised, 2021)

P. 018Fishing for Vowel Digraphs

maulcaught Paul

daunt shawl thaw
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jawcrawl

grownsaw

flaw

stow



Phonics

2-3 Student Center Activities: Phonics©2005 The Florida Center for Reading Research and Florida Department of Education (Revised, 2021)

P. 018Fishing for Vowel Digraphs

glowshown mow

tow sow blow
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coatmoat

boatgoat

roast

float


