
Defining the Characteristics of Team Translational Science
(adapted from Gilliand et al., 2019)

Big Picture Thinker. A scientist who 
accounts for the complex interrelations 
among systems that impact outcomes.

Skilled Communicator. A scientist who 
communicates scientific ideas, research, and 
evidence among and between various groups 
effectively.

Methods Maven. A scientist who applies 
the scientific method to develop and/or 
conduct studies with rigor, replicability, and 
transparency.

Domain Scholar. A scientist who 
demonstrates deep disciplinary knowledge.

BAE Innovator. A scientist who is solutions-
oriented—acknowledging barriers, access, 
and equity issues, how problems emerge, and 
how to address them strategically.

Expert Implementer. A scientist who 
applies scientific findings to move discoveries 
from the lab to the field to improve outcomes.

Silo Bridger. A scientist who seeks 
to enhance interdisciplinary and 
multidisciplinary collaboration for research, 
practice, and stakeholder engagement.

Multimodal Disseminator. A scientist who 
uses multiple and varied creative media 
to communicate evidence-informed and 
evidence-based scientific ideas.

A traditional translational scientist is thought to possess various degrees of all eight characteristics. A translational science 
team consists of members, each of whom possess some but not all of the characteristics.
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