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Introduction

Overview of the K-3 Suite of Teacher’s Guides

Learning to read begins at home through everyday parent—child interactions, long before
children attend school. Parents' continuing support of literacy development throughout
elementary school positively affects their children's reading ability.! Many recent efforts

to motivate parents to be involved in their child’s literacy development involve informing
parents about how to incorporate literacy development into daily routines, such as labeling
food items at the grocery store or conversing while folding laundry. Teacher leadership and
communication are critical—the more teachers encourage and assist parents, the more likely
parents are to become involved in the education of their children.? If teachers encourage and
guide parents, parents may prioritize time to work with their child, even though they have
many other responsibilities. With regard to communication, one study found email, phone
calls, and learning management systems useful ways to share information and motivate
families to engage in literacy related activities.? Text messages to give literacy tips and
reminders to families is a powerful technique to promote student’s literacy at home.* See table
5 for more ways to increase family motivation.

To assist you in helping families support literacy, the Georgia Department of Education
partnered with the Regional Educational Laboratory Southeast to create a suite of grade-
specific Teacher’s Guides that certified teachers can use with families to encourage and
facilitate literacy support for children in the home. For families to participate, they must be
motivated to support their child’s literacy development and be able to set aside time to read
with their child and engage in some literacy activities together.

There are four Teacher’s Guides that span kindergarten through grade 3. The information in
each grade-specific Teacher’s Guide is designed to assist you in supporting home literacy
activities that are:

« Aligned to classroom instruction.
+ Informed by student need.

« Grounded in evidence-based practices (the WWC Educator’s Practice Guide Foundational
Skills to Support Reading for Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade).?

« Facilitated by ongoing parent-teacher communication.

Each grade-specific Teacher’s Guide provides a framework for literacy support that you can
present during your school’s family literacy nights and parent-teacher conferences. Each
Teacher’s Guide includes the following:

« Recommendation Reminders that include a brief summary of how-to steps and a glossary.

« Teacher Scaffolds that model the language you can use during family literacy nights and
parent-teacher conferences to explain to families how to engage their child in an activity.

« Family Literacy Videos that show families engaging their child in Family Activities.

« Family Activities, which are evidence-based literacy activities to share with families during
family literacy nights and parent-teacher conferences.

Christenson & Reschly, 2010; Barnard, 2004; Englund, Luckner, Whaley, & Egeland, 2004.
Henderson & Berla, 1994.

Laho, 2019.

Mayer, Kalil, Oreopoulos, & Gallegos, 2015; York, Loeb, & Doss, 2019.

Foorman, Beyler, Borradaile, Coyne, Denton, Dimino, et al., 2016.
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Grade 1ij2

+ Appendixes, with Teacher Text Messages to Families, Video Links, Books to Share, and
Teacher Resources.

A First-Grade Teacher’s Guide to Help You Support Families

A First-Grade Teacher’s Guide to Supporting Family Involvement in Foundational Reading Skills
serves as a companion to the What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) Educator’s Practice Guide
Foundational Skills to Support Reading for Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade
for teachers and administrators.® Materials for professional learning communities’ support
implementation of the recommendations from the Foundational Skills to Support Reading for
Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade practice guide. The WWC practice guide and
professional learning community materials are for teaching students at school, and this First-
Grade Teacher’s Guide is to help you support families in practicing foundational reading skills
with their child at home (figure 1).

Figure 1: The What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide and Supporting Professional
Learning Communities Materials and the First-Grade Teacher’s Guide

Foundat; upport
Reading for Understanding in
Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade

Ty T e
Lui WS

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITIES
FACILITATOR’S GUIDE
et Gegone PrceGule
FoundationalSilsto Support Reading for Understanding
InKindergarten Though 3rd Grade

Foundational Skills to Support Reading for Professional Learning Communities Facilitator Guide
Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade for the What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide

Afirst Grade Teacher's Guideto

SUPPORTING FAMILY INVOLVEMENT IN
FOUNDATIONAL READING SKILLS

A First Grade Teacher’s Guide to Supporting
Family Involvement in Foundational Reading Skills

6 Foorman, Beyler, Borradaile, Coyne, Denton, Dimino, et al., 2016.
7 Kosanovich & Foorman, 2016.
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ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/21
ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/21
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southeast/pdf/REL_2016227.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southeast/pdf/REL_2016227.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/projects/project.asp?projectID=5670
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/projects/project.asp?projectID=5670

Background on the Companion WWC Practice Guide

The WWC Educator’s Practice Guide Foundational Skills to Support Reading
for Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade provides a systematic
review of the past 20 years of research on reading and supports teachers in
developing students’' foundational reading skills. The WWC practice guide
focuses on the skills that enable students to read words, relate those words
to their oral language, and read books with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
understand what they read.

The practice guide describes four evidence-based recommendations that educators can use to
improve foundational reading skills in the early grades. Each recommendation includes how-to
steps that provide examples for implementing the recommendations with students. The four
recommendations and how-to steps are outlined in table 1.

A First-Grade Teacher’s Guide to Supporting Family Involvement in Foundational Reading Skills
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Table 1: Four Recommendations and How-to Steps to Improve Foundational
Reading Skills in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade

Recommendations

Teach students academic
language skills, including
the use of inferential and
narrative language, and
word knowledge.

How-to Steps

Engage students in conversations that support the use and
comprehension of inferential language.

Explicitly engage students in developing narrative language
skills.

Teach academic vocabulary in the context of other reading
activities.

Develop awareness of the
segments of sound in
speech and how they link
to letters.

Teach students to recognize and manipulate segments of sound
in speech.

Teach students letter-sound relations.

Use word building and other activities to link students’knowledge
of letter-sound relationships with phonemic awareness.

Teach students to decode
words, analyze word parts,
and write and recognize
words.

Teach students to blend letter-sound and sound-spelling
patterns from left to right within a word to produce a
recognizable pronunciation.

Instruct students in common sound-spelling patterns.

Q00 OCRO O

Teach students to recognize common word parts.

%o,

%
5
o

3

h :

&

Have students read decodable words in isolation and in text.

@

Teach regular and irregular high-frequency words so that
students can recognize them efficiently.

%,

%
)
)

3

m g

&

Introduce non-decodable words that are essential to the
meaning of the text as whole words.

Ensure that each student
reads connected text every
day to support reading
accuracy, fluency, and
comprehension.

As students read orally, model strategies, scaffold, and provide
feedback to support accurate and efficient word identification.

S

Teach students to self-monitor their understanding of the text
and to self-correct word-reading errors.

%o,

m g

%
%
5

I

Provide opportunities for oral reading practice with feedback to
develop fluent and accurate reading with expression.

Grade 1]i|4
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Description and Use of this First-Grade Teacher’s Guide

This First-Grade Teacher’s Guide is organized according to the four
recommendations and how-to steps from the WWC Educator’s Practice
Guide Foundational Skills to Support Reading for Understanding in s
Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade. The included activities follow the typical OO
developmental progression through which students learn to read. :
Although you may use this Teacher’s Guide sequentially, the activities are BE
designed to be used flexibly. You can select activities to share with families

based on each student’s instructional needs. Some language is repeated throughout a few of

the Teacher Scaffolds to ensure convenient access to all necessary information and materials.

Relevant first-grade activities from the four recommendations are included in this Teacher’s
Guide. When selecting activities to share with families, use student data and your observations to
determine which activities will best fit a student’s instructional needs. Examples of data you can
use to tailor activities include quantitative data, such as test data and attendance, and qualitative
data, for example, teacher observation and student responses to instructional activities. It is
recommended that you use data collected with formative assessments in your core reading
program to help you choose activities for your students. It may also be helpful to consider the
typical development of skills for first-grade students. The activities that you share with families
should include content that you have already taught the student so that they enable families to
provide extra practice with skills you have taught in the classroom. The goal is to engage families
in activities that promote learning in a positive environment, not to induce frustration. All four
recommendations span the entire year of first grade except Recommendation 2, Phonological
Awareness and Letter-Sound Relations, which is covered early in the first-grade year.

Recommendation 1 focuses on using academic language and building vocabulary. These
activities can be recommended to every child at any time throughout the year. You can help
families by recommending texts to use, but since the goal is for families to have discussions
about books and experiences they share, any book or experience that they share and talk
about will be helpful to the development of the child’s foundational reading skills.

Recommendation 2 focuses on phonological awareness and letter-sound relations. The
activities begin with easier phonemic awareness activities and progress toward more complex
activities. To help determine appropriate activities for each student, you could use the free
phonemic awareness assessments from Heggerty, which are intended for the beginning,
middle, and end of first grade (https://www.heggerty.org/download-assessments-and-
resources). A free assessment such as the Core Phonics Survey (http://www.scholastic.com/
dodea/module 2/resources/dodea m2 tr _core.pdf) could also be used to collect data to help
you choose activities.

Recommendation 3 focuses on decoding, writing, and recognizing words. Similar to

the family activities for Recommendation 2, these activities are organized from easier to
more complex word recognition activities. You could use the free assessments for first
grade foundational skills from Really Great Reading (https://www.reallygreatreading.com/
diagnostics) as a resource to help select appropriate activities.

Recommendation 4 focuses on fluency and comprehension. You could use the oral reading
fluency assessments from your core reading program to select appropriate activities. If

a student is having difficulty self-correcting word-reading errors, for example, you could
recommend the Does That Make Sense activity for that family to guide them on what to do
when a child misreads a word while practicing reading a text out loud.
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Although the activities are designed to be used flexibly, the scope and sequence in table 2
illustrates one example of when the activities might be shared with families across the school year

Table 2: Sample Scope and Sequence

Week | Recommendation 1: | Recommendation 2: Recommendation 3: Recommendation 4:
AcademicLanguage | Phonological Awarenessand | Decode, Analyze, Write, | Fluency and
Letter—Sound Relations and Recognize Words Comprehension
1 Talking While You Read | Onset and Rime Picture Cards
Trifold
Word Puzzles (Level 1) When | Read to You,
2 When You Read to Me
Bookmark
Say and Side Individual Sounds
3 .
in Words
4 Talking While You Read
Bookmark
5 Memory Using High-
Frequency Words
First Sound? Middle Sound? Last
6
Sound?
7 Talking and Writing in
the Kitchen
8 Consonant and Short Vowel

Sound Practice Using Junk Mail

9 | Grocery Shop Talk

10 Letter—Sound Practice Building

Words
1 Sound-Spelling Pattern
Word Sort: ch, sh, th
12
13
14 Building Words With Silent e
Let’s Read Words and
15
Sentences
16
17 Does That Make Sense?
18 Change a Letter, Change the
Word
19 Word Puzzles (Level 2)
20
21 Sound-Spelling Pattern

Word Sort: ar, er, ir, or, ur
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22

Practice Reading Out
Loud Bookmark

23

24

Challenging and Important
Words

25

26

Word Puzzles (Level 3)

27

28

Prefix, Base Word, Suffix

29

30

Table 3 illustrates one way to include activities from this guide at a family literacy night if, for
example, you facilitate two family literacy nights a year.

Table 3: Example for Two Family Literacy Nights

Fall Family Literacy Night

Recommendation 2: Phonological Awareness and Letter—
Sound Relations

« Teacher Scaffold: How-to Step 1: Phonemic Awareness,
Manipulating Individual Sounds in Words

» Video 2.1: Say and Slide Individual Sounds in Words
https://youtu.be/Cwi2TctQYYO (3:36)

» Family Activity: Say and Slide Individual Sounds in Words

| Spring Family Literacy Night

Recommendation 4: Fluency and Comprehension
« Teacher Scaffold: How-to Step 3: Oral Reading Practice
» Video 4.3: Echo Reading (Sheep in a Jeep)

https://youtu.be/Pm_zeF0s8I8 (2:54)
» Family Activity: Practice Reading Out Loud Bookmark

This First-Grade Teacher’s Guide is organized to present information for your knowledge
(Recommendation Reminders), information for you to communicate and videos for you to
share with families (Teacher Scaffolds), and activities to give to families (Family Activities).

Specifically, it includes:

Recommendation Reminders: These are for your information. They present
a brief overview of each Recommendation and How-to Steps from the WWC
practice guide. The Recommendation Reminders are not intended to be read
to or shared with parents. A glossary is included for you in each
Recommendation Reminder but is not necessary for the families’
implementation of the activities. Each Recommendation Reminder has a
blue border along the edge of the page.

Teacher Scaffolds: These model the language you can use during family
literacy nights and parent-teacher conferences to explain to families how

v to engage their child in an activity. Use the Teacher Scaffolds to describe
a specific skill, explain why it is important in learning to read, and show
families how to support that skill.
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Because families may be unsure about how to help their child with foundational reading skills
and may need positive interactions and reassurance from you, the Teacher Scaffolds use family-
friendly language. Such language helps cultivate relationships that encourage you and the
child’s family to work as a team to support and enhance each child’s foundational reading skills.

Review the Teacher Scaffold before meeting with families so that you become familiar with the
kind of family-friendly language to use, prepare any needed materials, and cue up the family
videos. Each Teacher Scaffold begins with a Preparation Box that lists what to prepare and
print before a parent-teacher conference or family literacy night. Make any needed
adaptations according to your school’s context. For example, if books from the school library
are not sent home with students, then you can adapt that part of the Teacher Scaffold to
inform families where they might be able to borrow books. Each Teacher Scaffold includes key
points about the Family Literacy Videos and how to access them.

Family Activities: Family Activities are evidence-based literacy activities that
you explain and share with families during family literacy nights and parent-
teacher conferences. Family Activities include easy-to-follow steps to help
families support their child’s foundational reading skills at home. Materials

< needed for each Family Activity, such as letter cards, are included. When you
share Famlly Activities, explain that they should be completed with the child, frequently, and
with patience and positive feedback. Emphasize that using the Family Activities at home will
be a fun way to spend family time together!

Family Literacy Videos: The Family Literacy Videos show families engaging
their child in activities related to the skill that you just explained and
modeled. Show and discuss the videos using the key points about the videos
found in each associated Teacher Scaffold. Table 4 lists all of the first-grade
Family Literacy Video titles and links that you can share with families. Explain
to families how they can access the free videos and activities online: https://www.youtube.
com/playlist?list=PLVHgsnePfULrjkTeS-jvVIQeP-HKRWpry
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Table 4: Videos for First-Grade Family Involvement in Foundational Reading Skills

Recommendation 1: Academic Language

Video Title (book title in parenthesis) Link Duration
1.1Talking While You Read (The Legend of Spookley the Square Pumpkin)  https://youtu.be/swGWVgJR2g 2:51
1.3 Language Development in the Kitchen https://youtu.be/PKvOIv30H8Y 6:06
2.1 Onset and Rime Picture Cards https://youtu.be/xb8hJSG_YYU 3:39
2.1 Say and Slide Individual Sounds in Words https://youtu.be/Cwi2TctQYY0 3:36
2.1 First Sound? Middle Sound? Last Sound? https://youtu.be/dJFO1kIkdNM 413
2.2 Consonant and Short Vowel Sound Practice Using Junk Mail https://youtu.be/CzhHCHOr3gA 2:06
2.2 Letter—sound Practice and Building Words https://youtu.be/YqCmnbbVBjg 3:27
2.3 Spelling and Reading Words with Silent e https://youtu.be/yKGL630QUo4 3:24
2.3 Change a Letter, Change the Word https://youtu.be/KqK5T9jkbK8 4:42
Recommendation 3: Decode, Analyze, Write, and Recognize Words
3.1 Word Puzzles https://youtu.be/34¢j3TWTP6s 2:43
3.2 Sound—Spelling Pattern Word Sort https://youtu.be/mPXlqyT3LSq 3:16
3.3 Prefix, Base Word, Suffix https://youtu.be/MULUBIHKE6Q 5:09
3.4 Let’s Read Words and Sentences https://youtu.be/i44PSpTgSTk 427
3.5 Memory Using High-Frequency Words https://youtu.be/V1IrTm5G5B4 3:30
3.6 Challenging and Important Words (Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type)  https://youtu.be/ibFW6nXYIkY 6:24
4.1When | Read to You (Tacky the Penguin) https://youtu.be/0g0eiOyvycg 419
4.1 When You Read to Me (Sheep Out to Eat) https://youtu.be/gpZCCrnMBwo 3:55
4.2 Does that Make Sense? https://youtu.be/6MwI[TzOnD6U 2:57
4.3 Echo Reading (Sheep in a Jeep) https://youtu.be/Pm zeF0s8I8 2:54
4.3 Reading Together (The Pout-Pout Fish) https://youtu.be/IXLNRw-H6WA 3:13
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Nine Steps for Teachers

Before you meet with families:

1.

2,

5.

Identify instructional needs using student data. See Description and Use of This First-
Grade Teacher’s Guide section, above, for more information.

Select a Family Activity from one of the four recommendations, with consideration for
the individual student’s instructional needs using data, the skills you have taught, and
the time of year.

Read the Recommendation Reminder, which includes a brief summary of How-to Steps
and Glossary for your background knowledge.

Read the Teacher Scaffold, adapt it to your school context, and use it as a guide to
communicate with families at family literacy nights and parent-teacher conferences. The
text in the Teacher Scaffold that you say or paraphrase to families is reflected in a regular
font. This is suggested language and is meant to facilitate a conversation with families.
Italicized text indicates a direction to you and is not part of what you say to families. The titles
of the Family Videos, Family Activities, key words, letters, and letter sounds are in bold.

Refer to the Preparation Box at the beginning of each Teacher Scaffold and print the
appropriate number of copies of the Family Activities, check that you can access the
Family Literacy Videos, and cue up the appropriate videos.

Refer to the Appendix for text messages you may want to send to families as reminders,
video information and books to share from the recommendation, and Teacher
Resources. Gather any of these materials that you plan to share with families.

During your meetings with families:

6.

7.

Grade 1]i|10

Use the Teacher Scaffold as a guide to explain the skill and its importance in learning
how to read.

Explain and model examples from the Family Activities that you have prepared to send
home with families to use with their child. First explain the process of the activity. Then,
model, or demonstrate, what you expect the families to do for each activity. Involve
family members, including children in the model (either the whole group you are
working with or members who volunteer).

Show and discuss the Family Literacy Video(s). Emphasize the key points about each
video and answer family questions.

Provide the Family Activities to families. Emphasize that using the activities is a fun way
for families to spend time with their child and that it is important for family members

to express how proud they are of their child for practicing reading. Ask families if they'd
like you to text them some tips about helping their child at home. Select and send text
messages found in the Appendix that match a child’s instructional needs.
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RECOMMENDATION 1: ACADEMIC LANGUAGE
How-to Step 1: Inferential Language
How-to Step 2: Narrative Language

- e .
Teacher Scaffold fqr How .to Preparation Box
Steps 1and 2: Talking While Cue Up SelectedVideos
You Read + 1.1 Talking While You Read
(The Legend of Spookley the
Why Is Talking While You Read Important? Square Pumpkin)

https://youtu.be/swaWVqJRc2g (2:57)
It is important to talk with your child when you read
together because having conversations about books Print Selected Family Resources
will help your child become a better reader. Havinga | S e
conversation about a book will develop your child’s @ Tallding Bl @ Vou Hzze el d

vocabulary and knowledge about the topic of the book. + Talking While You Read Bookmark

Whether you are reading a fairy tale, a picture book, an
informational book, or any other text, you can engage in a
discussion as you enjoy reading together.

How Do We Talk While We Read?

When you and your child sit down to read a new book, first read the entire book to your child.
Next, read the book again but stop on every page or every other page to have a conversation.
Finally, after you have talked about the book as you read it together, ask your child to re-tell
part or all of the story to you or explain the information that is shared in the book.

The best books to use have detailed pictures and are about topics that are interesting to

your child. You can use books from your home or borrow a book from your child’s classroom
library, school library, or the public library. Also, keep in mind that you can access books on
laptop computers, tablets, digital reading devices, and smartphones. Websites such as Project
Gutenberg provide free access to books and mobile formats especially for smartphones. Don't
forget to look through your smartphone’s app store for free apps containing books for children.

Use PEER to Talk While You Read

To engage your child in conversation while you read, you can use the acronym PEER:

Prompt, Evaluate, Expand, and Repeat. First, prompt your child by asking a question about the
book. Next, evaluate your child’s answer either by confirming that it is correct or by telling your
child the correct answer. Expand your child’s response by adding more information. Finally,
repeat the original prompt to see if your child expands the original answer. Use this sequence
on every page or every other page. Use wh questions for your prompts. Wh prompts usually
begin with w or h (who, what, where, when, why, and how). A conversation might go like this:

A First-Grade Teacher’s Guide to Supporting Family Involvement in Foundational Reading Skills

Grade 113


https://www.gutenberg.org
https://www.gutenberg.org
https://youtu.be/swGWVqJRc2g

Grade 1]1|4

RECOMMENDATION 1: ACADEMIC LANGUAGE
How-to Step 1: Inferential Language
How-to Step 2: Narrative Language

Prompt your child to say something about the book. “What did the caterpillar do after it
hatched from the egg?”Your child might respond, “Eat.”

Evaluate your child’s response by confirming it (“That’s right.") or providing the correct answer.

Expand your child’s response by rephrasing and adding information to it.“Can you tell me
what the caterpillar ate?” (Child says, “Cake and oranges.”) “That’s right. After the caterpillar
hatched from the eqg, it ate cake and oranges.”

Repeat the prompt to make sure your child learned from the expansion.“What did the
caterpillar do after it hatched from the egg?”If your child doesn’t say the answer in a complete
sentence, then repeat the answer and ask your child to say it, “After the caterpillar hatched
from the eqggq, it ate cake and oranges.” Model how to answer questions in complete sentences
and encourage your child to do so.

Family Literacy Videos

Now, let’s watch a video of a mom and daughter engaging in Talking While

You Read as they read a book together. Notice the mom has the Talking

While You Read Bookmark to remind her about the kinds of questions to
ask. I will provide this bookmark to each of you today. Review the key points before or after the
video. Answer family questions about the video.

p
1.1 Talking While You Read (The Legend of Spookley the Square Pumpkin) (2:51)

(&

Key Points About the Video

+ Mom continually uses the word round to help her daughter build vocabulary.
+ Mom restates her daughter’s answers in complete sentences to model oral language skills.

+ Mom uses the Talking While You Read Bookmark to remind herself of the kinds of questions to ask.
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RECOMMENDATION 1: ACADEMIC LANGUAGE
How-to Step 1: Inferential Language
How-to Step 2: Narrative Language

Family Activities for How-to Steps 1and 2:
Talking While You Read

The Talking While You Read Trifold includes an overview of how to use PEER.
There is also a story with questions placed where they are most helpful to prompt your child.
Remember to read the story through one time first with your child. On the second reading, use
PEER as you ask each question.

(

)

N4

ABC

This trifold is printed one-sided, so it is blank on the back. Give this to families after you have taught
them the Talking While You Read process and have shown the accompanying video.

You can use the Talking While You Read Bookmark to engage your child in conversation
while reading any book.

Print one-sided, laminate (optional), cut along outside edge and on dotted lines, and give to
families to use with their child as they read books.

Answer questions about the Family Activities.

Remember to enjoy the conversations with your child! Provide a lot of positive praise and
feedback about how your child is learning about both the topic from the book and specific
new words. If you are enjoying yourself while reading and talking, your child will too.
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Talking While You Read Using PEER

Choose a book with detailed pictures and
of interest to your child. First, read the
entire book to your child. Next, read the
book again and stop on every page or
every other page to have a conversation
using PEER and wh questions (who, what,
where, when, why, how).

Prompt your child to say something about
the book.“What did the caterpillar do after it
hatched from the egg?” Child responds, “Eat”’

Evaluate your child’s response.“That'’s right”

Expand your child’s response by
rephrasing and adding information to it.
“Can you tell me what the caterpillar ate?”
(Child says, “Cake and oranges.).“That’s
right. After the caterpillar hatched from the
egg, it ate cake and oranges.”

Repeat the prompt.“What did the
caterpillar do after it hatched from the
egg?”If your child doesn’t say the answer
in a complete sentence, then repeat the
answer and ask your child to say it, “After
the caterpillar hatched from the egg, it ate
cake and oranges.” Model how to answer
questions in complete sentences and
encourage your child to do so.

Example wh Questions

« What is the name of this? (point to an

object)
« Whatis used for?
+ Where does this story take place?
+ Whendid...?
« Whydid...?

+ Why is he/she smiling?

« How do you think he/she feels?

Talking While You Read Using PEER

Choose a book with detailed pictures and
of interest to your child. First, read the
entire book to your child. Next, read the
book again and stop on every page or
every other page to have a conversation
using PEER and wh questions (who, what,
where, when, why, how).

Prompt your child to say something about
the book.“What did the caterpillar do after it
hatched from the egg?” Child responds, “Eat”’

Evaluate your child’s response.“That'’s right”

Expand your child’s response by
rephrasing and adding information to it.
“Can you tell me what the caterpillar ate?”
(Child says, “Cake and oranges.). “That’s
right. After the caterpillar hatched from the
egg, it ate cake and oranges.”

Repeat the prompt.“What did the
caterpillar do after it hatched from the
egg?”If your child doesn’t say the answer
in a complete sentence, then repeat the
answer and ask your child to say it, “After
the caterpillar hatched from the egg, it ate
cake and oranges.” Model how to answer
questions in complete sentences and
encourage your child to do so.

Example wh Questions

« What is the name of this? (point to an
object)

« Whatis

+ Where does this story take place?
+ Whendid...?

« Whydid...?

« Why is he/she smiling?

used for?

« How do you think he/she feels?

book.

Use PEER
with any

Use PEER
with any

book.
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RECOMMENDATION 1: ACADEMIC LANGUAGE
How-to Step 3: AcademicVocabulary

g N
Teacher Scaffold for How- .
) Step 3:S o Oral Preparation Box
to tep ’ upportlng ra Cue Up Selected Videos
Language and VocabUIary » 1.3 Language Development
in the Kitchen

What |S Oral Language and Vocabulary? https://youtu.be/PKvOIv30H8Y (6:06)
Oral language is the way we communicate with others Print Selected Family Resources
through speaking and listening. We are usingoral | ~77” e e o
language right now as | speak to you and you listen to me. + Talking and Writing in the Kitchen
Vocabulary knowledge is a crucial part of oral language « Grocery Shop Talk
and includes understanding the meaning of words, how  \_ )

to use them, and how to pronounce them. Speaking and

listening to your child every day about books and your child’s experiences will help your child
practice oral language. And we all know the more you practice something, the better you
become at it!

Oral language practice will help your child expand his or her vocabulary. Children with strong
oral language skills and large vocabularies typically become better readers. The best ways to
give your child a strong foundation for learning to read are to read to, talk to, and listen to your
child every day.

How Can Families Support Oral Language and Vocabulary Development?

Read! Talk! Listen! Take every opportunity to talk with and listen to your child. Talk about
people you know, places you go, and experiences you have together. Writing with your child
also helps with oral language development.

+ Ask questions that require more than a yes or no answer. For example, instead of asking,
“Did you have a good day?” ask, “What was your favorite part of school today?” Continue
to ask questions about your child’s response. If the answer was “Recess,” ask, “Who did you
play with?”“What did you do?”“How do you play that game?”

« When you speak with your child, model speaking in complete sentences and provide
details. For example, if your child points to a butterfly and says, “Butterfly!” say, “Yes, that is
a monarch butterfly! Aren’t her colorful wings beautiful?”

+ Get excited if your child asks what a word means! Tell your child it is great to ask questions
about unknown words. Explain what the word means and use it in a sentence using a
context that your child understands. For example, “Combine means put together. | need to
combine these two small boxes of cereal into one big box. Let’s combine this load of dirty
clothes with this load of dirty clothes so we only have to do one load of laundry today!”
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RECOMMENDATION 1: ACADEMIC LANGUAGE
How-to Step 3: AcademicVocabulary

Family Literacy Videos

Now, let’s watch a video called Language Development in the Kitchen. This
video demonstrates how a mom supports her children’s oral language and
vocabulary while baking with her children. Review the key points and
answer family questions about the video.

p
1.3 Language Development in the Kitchen (6:06)

Key Points About the Video

« Children have fun baking brownies and planning to write a welcome note for new neighbors.

« Mom fully involves the children in reading the recipe, gathering the ingredients, and making brownies while
talking about what they are doing.

» Mom asks many questions and encourages both children to engage in the conversation.

(& )

9  Family Activities for How-to Step 3:
54 Supporting Oral Language and Vocabulary

ABC
h Let’s look at the Family Activity Talking and Writing in the Kitchen. Explain the
three activities and demonstrate an example or two. Print this activity one-sided for families to
post on their refrigerator. Take this home and put it on your refrigerator and have fun speaking,

listening, and writing in the kitchen!

Let's look at the Family Activity Grocery Shop Talk. You can use this to write a grocery list with
your child. While at the grocery store, use the questions on this activity to engage your child in
conversation. Make up your own questions too! Print this activity one-sided and give to families
for writing a grocery list and asking questions during shopping.

66 n

Grocery Shop Talk
Veget

v
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Answer questions about the Family Activities.
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Dinner Table Talk

Engage in extended conversations at the dinner table. Share
stories about your day. After you ask your child a question, follow

up with more questions to encourage your child to provide details.
Examples:

« What ingredients did we use to make this meal? How did you
help me make this? What did we do first? Then what?

What was your favorite part of school today?

What was hard for you today at school?

Tell me about your daily routine at school. What do you do

first? Then what do you do?

” |
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Writing in the Kitchen

Make a grocery list. Plan meals
together for the next week and write
down what you will need from the
grocery store to make them.

Make to-do lists for errands you need
i i to run or chores you do around the
Co