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Professional Learning Community: Emergent Literacy 

Module 3: Vocabulary

Sessions 7–9

Overview

Breakout Room



Professional Learning Community

EMERGENT LITERACY

Module 3: Vocabulary

Session 7

Background on Vocabulary



Activities for Module 3: Vocabulary (Session 7) 
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Videos for Module 3: Vocabulary (Session 7) 
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Debrief

Self-Study (from Day 1)

Participant Guide for Module 3 (Vocabulary)
Activity 4: Plan and Implement on page 13 (4 reflection questions). 
Activity 11: Video-Viewing Guide for Play-Based Interactions With Teacher Guidance on page 52.

Videos from Module 3 (Vocabulary)
Video 1 Building a Network of Words (3:23) (https://youtu.be/o0cCUj8YPoo). 
Video 4 Play-Based Interactions With Teacher Guidance (9:47) (https://youtu.be/93K68UIBa7w). 

Self-Study Reading from Module 3 Participant Guide
Session 7: p. 1–7
Session 8: p. 14–25
Session 9: p. 35–45

Self-Study Reading from Module 4 Participant Guide
Session 10: p. 1–12
Session 11: p. 18–28
Session 12: p. 32–41

https://youtu.be/o0cCUj8YPoo
https://youtu.be/93K68UIBa7w


Define and Discuss Session Goals and Content
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✓ Understand vocabulary and why it is important to teach.

✓ Understand how vocabulary is used in different contexts.

✓ Understand how language interaction contributes to vocabulary knowledge.

✓ Understand how to create and use a network of words.



What Is Vocabulary?
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• Knowledge of words and word meanings including pronunciation.

• Words that make up speech (what we say) and text (what we read).

• Essential for listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
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Why Is Vocabulary Important?
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• Communication: vocabulary is part of oral language.

• Reading Comprehension

• The Simple View of Reading

✓Vocabulary supports language comprehension.

✓Vocabulary supports decoding.

✓Vocabulary is directly related to reading comprehension.

• Vocabulary knowledge leads to more vocabulary knowledge.
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How Do We Think About Word Meanings?
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• Lexical knowledge (knowledge of 

words) is organized in networks 

of meaning.

• A network of words helps us 

learn new words that connect to 

words that we already know.
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Network of Words
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Learn and Confirm

1. Use your knowledge and the provided texts to determine two to 

five concepts that children will learn about weather.

2.   Create a network of words with weather as the center word.

3.    Select three to five words to teach.

4.    Brainstorm an activity to teach the words.

Activity 2: Building a Network of Words
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Learn and Confirm

•Concepts are the building blocks of ideas. Use your  

knowledge and the provided texts to determine two to five 

concepts about weather.

• What knowledge about weather do you want children to 

gain at the end of the theme or unit? 

Activity 2: Building a Network of Words
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Learn and Confirm

Activity 2: Building a Network of Words
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• Create a network of words with weather in the 

center. Use the template.

• What are important words to know in order to 

understand the concepts about weather? 



We have completed 

Session 7 
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Session 8

How Do Children Learn New Words, 

Which Words Do I Teach, and 

How Do I Use Dialogic Reading to Teach 

Vocabulary?  



Activities for Module 3: Vocabulary (Session 8)
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Videos for Module 3: Vocabulary (Session 8) 
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Which Vocabulary Words Do I Teach?
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• Varied parts of speech.

✓ noun, verb, adjective, preposition, adverb

• Words that will be frequently encountered.

✓ basic, transportable, technical words

• Base words and word families.

• Words as part of networks. 



What is Dialogic Reading?

19
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An evidence-based strategy to 

enhance vocabulary and oral 

language skills through repeated, 

interactive book readings with 

small groups of children. 



Planning for Dialogic Reading
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• Implement with small groups (six children maximum) over five days.

• Select a book.

• Rich, engaging pictures that accurately depict identifiable objects.

• Large, colorful, and varied illustrations.

• Represent key words from your network of words and varied parts of speech.

• Select pictures that represent words that are new to children and prepare child-friendly 

definitions.



The Five Sessions of Dialogic Reading
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Session 1 Read the Book

Session 2 Teach New Words

Session 3 Continue to Teach New Words

Session 4 Ask Open-Ended Questions and Expand Child Responses

Session 5 Discuss Narrative, Conceptual, and Personal Connections



Sessions 2 and 3 of Dialogic Reading: Teach New Words
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1. Remind the children that you already read the book and that you will now talk 

about the pictures.

2. Point to specific, identifiable objects/actions and ask “What” or “Who” (and 

sometimes “Where”) questions.

3. Follow-up with questions about color, shape, purpose, manner of acting, or 

function of the pictured objects and actions.
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Session 4 of Dialogic Reading: Ask Open-Ended Questions and Expand Child Responses
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• Continue to ask labeling questions while adding open-ended questions.
o What do you see on this page? Tell me more about _________.

• Respond using repetitions by simply repeating the child’s answer.

• Respond using expansions by adding a few additional words to the child’s response. 
o Child: Bird is flying. Teacher: The bird is flying in the sky. 

• Model multiword statements that include new vocabulary and descriptive words.
o I notice that there is an airplane soaring above the family, what do you notice? 



Session 5 of Dialogic Reading: Discuss Narrative, Conceptual, and Personal Connections
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• Ask questions that relate to the story plot. What happened first? What happened at the end?

• Ask questions that relate to knowledge of the concept depicted in the book. The family had 

apples that look delicious. Where do you think the family got those apples? Where do apples 

come from? 

• Ask questions related to children’s personal experiences. 

Have you been on a picnic? Can you describe it? 
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Sequential Layering of 

Question Prompts for 

Dialogic Reading
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Video 2: Dialogic Reading With Narrative Text 
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Activity 7: Video-Viewing Guide for Dialogic Reading

Collaborate and Practice

Module 3 Participant Guide

Page 30

https://youtu.be/JWW2iweXJug


We have completed 

Session 8 

Module 3 | Session 8 | 58



Professional Learning Community

EMERGENT LITERACY

Module 3: Vocabulary

Session 9

More Ways to Teach Vocabulary,

Considerations for English Learner Students and 

Students With Disabilities, and 

Additional Resources



Activities for Module 3: Vocabulary (Session 9)
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Videos for Module 3: Vocabulary (Session 9) 
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Instructional Routine To Explicitly Teach a Word
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1.Create a simple, child-friendly definition. 

Enormous means really big. 

2. Provide opportunities for children to say the word. 

What is a word that means really big?  

3.  Engage children in active responses. 

When I show you a picture, put your thumb up if you think it is enormous. Put your      

thumb down if you don’t think it is enormous. 

Module 3 | Session 9 | 66



Child-Friendly Definition or Not?
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Consume

• To destroy or expend by use.

• To eat.

Predict

• To say ahead of time that something will happen.

• To declare or tell in advance.
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Activity 10: Explicit Instruction for 

Specific Words Lesson Plan

(p. 51 of Participant Guide)



Word Knowledge Activities 

(page 37 of Participant 

Guide)
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Play-Based Interactions With Teacher Guidance
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• Primarily child-directed but includes teacher-

initiated learning.

• Helps children make sense of the world by 

increasing their engagement and directing 

their attention and exploration.

• Shapes and guides children’s vocabulary 

through models, questions, and comments 

during child-directed play.



Planning Play-Based Interactions With Teacher Guidance
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1. Determine which words from your network you want to target.

2.Enhance the classroom environment with specific props or activities to trigger the 

target words.

3.Through your interactions and conversations, support children’s learning by 

embedding opportunities to learn new ideas and words, while playing.



Conversational Strategies to Scaffold Children’s Language
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• Ask questions that invite extended responses.

• Provide meaningful feedback.

• Introduce new vocabulary words.

• Use wait time effectively by silently counting to 10 before responding.



We have completed 

Session 9 
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Questions and Comments

40

• Content and organization?

• Attention-grabbing?

• Reflections?


	Slide 1: Professional Learning Community: Emergent Literacy Module 3: Vocabulary Sessions 7–9  Overview
	Slide 2: Professional Learning Community EMERGENT LITERACY
	Slide 3: Activities for Module 3: Vocabulary (Session 7)  
	Slide 4: Videos for Module 3: Vocabulary (Session 7)  
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Define and Discuss Session Goals and Content 
	Slide 7: What Is Vocabulary?
	Slide 8: Why Is Vocabulary Important?
	Slide 9: How Do We Think About Word Meanings?
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Professional Learning Community EMERGENT LITERACY
	Slide 16: Activities for Module 3: Vocabulary (Session 8)
	Slide 17: Videos for Module 3: Vocabulary (Session 8)  
	Slide 18: Which Vocabulary Words Do I Teach?
	Slide 19: What is Dialogic Reading?
	Slide 20: Planning for Dialogic Reading
	Slide 21: The Five Sessions of Dialogic Reading
	Slide 22: Sessions 2 and 3 of Dialogic Reading: Teach New Words
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: Session 4 of Dialogic Reading: Ask Open-Ended Questions and Expand Child Responses
	Slide 25: Session 5 of Dialogic Reading: Discuss Narrative, Conceptual, and Personal Connections
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29: Professional Learning Community EMERGENT LITERACY
	Slide 30: Activities for Module 3: Vocabulary (Session 9)
	Slide 31: Videos for Module 3: Vocabulary (Session 9)  
	Slide 32: Instructional Routine To Explicitly Teach a Word
	Slide 33: Child-Friendly Definition or Not?
	Slide 34
	Slide 35: Word Knowledge Activities (page 37 of Participant Guide) 
	Slide 36: Play-Based Interactions With Teacher Guidance
	Slide 37: Planning Play-Based Interactions With Teacher Guidance
	Slide 38: Conversational Strategies to Scaffold Children’s Language
	Slide 39
	Slide 40: Questions and Comments

