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Professional Learning Community: Emergent Literacy 

Module 2: Phonological Awareness

Sessions 4 – 6

Overview

Breakout Room



Professional Learning Community

EMERGENT LITERACY

Module 2: Phonological Awareness
Session 4

What Phonological Awareness Is,
When It Develops, and

Why It Is Important



Activities for Module 2: Phonological Awareness (Session 4) 
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Videos for Module 2: Phonological Awareness (Session 4) 
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Define and Discuss Session Goals and Content
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✓Understand phonological awareness and why it is important.

✓Understand the phonological awareness continuum.
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What Is Phonological Awareness?

• The understanding that speech can be broken down into parts, or units of 

sound, and the ability to manipulate those parts. 

• An auditory or oral skill that does not involve reading letters or words.

• Children listen, speak, point, and gesture during phonological awareness 

instruction and practice.
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Units of Language

• Units refer to a sound 

structure of language 

that can be manipulated 

in phonological 

awareness tasks. 

Module 2 | Session 4 | 11



The Important “P Words”

• Phonological awareness

• Phonemic awareness

• Print knowledge

• Phonics

• Alphabetic principle
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Learn and Confirm

1. Identify which component of literacy instruction is described in each 

scenario: print knowledge, phonological awareness, phonemic 

awareness, or phonics.

2. Explain.

Activity 2: Sorting Important “P-Words”
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#2 Ms. Smith begins reading the book Brown Bear, Brown 

Bear to the children. As she gets to a new page, she says, 

“Oh look! The first letter on this page is a B in Brown. Do you 

see how this first letter is an uppercase B? It is an uppercase 

B because it is the first letter of a sentence. Every sentence 

begins with an uppercase letter.”



Why Is Phonological Awareness Important?

✓It is directly related to reading ability.

✓It builds children’s capacity to learn phonics, once phonics is introduced in later grades.

✓ It is a foundational skill for reading.

✓ It is associated with achievement in decoding in later grades.

✓It is included in state standards.
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Video 2: Phonological Awareness Continuum

https://youtu.be/k0IDVed9dUU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oY8hrnIwb1g&feature=emb_logo


Word Level Phoneme Level

Collaborate and Practice
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Syllable Level Onset-Rime Level

Collaborate and Practice
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We have completed 

Session 4 
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EMERGENT LITERACY

Module 2: Phonological Awareness

Session 5 

Levels of Phonological Awareness and

Features and Examples of Effective

Phonological Awareness Instruction



Activities for Module 2: Phonological Awareness (Session 5) 

16



Videos for Module 2: Phonological Awareness (Session 5) 
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Activity 4: Video-Viewing Guide: Levels of Phonological Awareness

Video 5: Syllable Level Phonological Awareness Lesson

https://youtu.be/Cem6F56v_PM
https://youtu.be/CmwMYcQmRGo
https://youtu.be/Cem6F56v_PM
https://youtu.be/CmwMYcQmRGo
https://youtu.be/Cem6F56v_PM


Activity 5: Phonological Awareness Continuum

1. Read each child’s instructional scenario and place the 

child’s marker on the level that represents the scenario 

on the phonological awareness continuum. 

2. Answer the guided questions to describe each child’s 

phonological awareness. 
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Module 2 

Participant Guide

p. 29



Activity 5: Phonological Awareness Continuum
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Kaley

1. Syllable level.

2. Blending and segmenting 

tasks.

3. Kaley put two syllables of a 

spoken word together and 

broke a spoken word into 

syllables.

4. Deletion task at the syllable 

level.



Role play in triads and look for scaffolding 

opportunities. 

• Each triad has a Teacher, Child 1, and Child 2. 

• Rotate roles with each new lesson script. 

• Answer questions in the table at the end of this activity 

before moving to the next lesson script. 
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Activity 6: Role Play Explicitly Teaching 
Phonological Awareness in Small Groups

Collaborate and Practice



We have completed 

Session 5 
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Professional Learning Community

EMERGENT LITERACY

Module 2: Phonological Awareness

Session 6

Phonological Awareness in Action,

Considerations for English Learner Students and 

Students With Disabilities, and 

Additional Resources



Activities for Module 2: Phonological Awareness (Session 6) 
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Videos for Module 2: Phonological Awareness (Session 6) 
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Activity 8: Video Viewing Guide: Phonological Awareness Throughout the Day

Video 8: Phonological Awareness Throughout the Day

Module 2 | Session 6 | 55

https://youtu.be/5jicN0F12t0


Activity 9: Scaffolding Opportunities
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Collaborate and Practice

1. Read the assigned classroom scenario.

2. Identify and record how the teacher scaffolded instruction.

3. Discuss and record a more effective way the teacher could 

have scaffolded instruction.  

Classroom Scenario #1: Aniyah is learning about syllables in a 

small group with Mr. Medina. Aniya selects a picture card with a 

dragon on it. Mr. Medina says, “That’s a dragon. Say dragon.” 

Aniyah says dragon. Then, Mr. Medina says, “Now say dragon 

without dra.” Aniya says, “dra.” Mr. Medina draws a picture of a 

dragon on some chart paper, points to his picture and says, “Think 

again, dragon without dra.”



Activity 9: Scaffolding Opportunities
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Collaborate and Practice

Classroom Scenario #1

1. How did the teacher scaffold instruction? 

2. What is a more effective instructional scaffold?

• “There are two syllables in dragon, dra-gon. Say each 

syllable in dragon.”
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We have completed 

Session 6 
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Activity: Reflecting on Module 2: Phonological Awareness



Team Assignments for Reflecting on Module 2 
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• Each participant will be assigned to 1 of 6 teams. 

• Team assignments are determined by your birthday (1–31):

o Team 1: 1–5

o Team 2: 6–10 

o Team 3: 11–15 

o Team 4: 16–20

o Team 5: 21–25

o Team 6: 26–31



Directions for Reflecting on Module 2 
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Each participant is assigned to 1 of 6 teams.

1. Read the phonological awareness scenario on the slide and determine the answers to three questions. 

These questions will appear and be answered one at a time:

• How should the child respond?

• Which level of the phonological awareness continuum does this scenario represent?

• Which phonological awareness task does the scenario represent? 

2. A team will be randomly called on to answer one question at a time. When your team is called, anyone 

from that team can respond verbally. 

3. Use Module 2 Participant Guide (p. 16–19) as a resource.



Phonological Awareness Scenario 
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1. How should the child respond? 

   “Ti.”

2. Which level of the phonological 

awareness continuum does this scenario 

represent? 

   Syllable Level

3. Which phonological awareness 

task does this scenario represent: 

Blending, Segmenting, or Deleting?

   Deleting

Teacher: “Say tiger.” 

Child:     “Tiger.”

Teacher:  “Now say tiger without –ger.”



Phonological Awareness Scenario 
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1.  How should the child respond? 

   “Yes.”

2. Which level of the phonological 

awareness continuum does this scenario 

represent? 

   Onset-Rime Level

3. Which phonological awareness task does 

this scenario represent: Rime Matching, 

Onset Matching, or Onset-Rime 

Blending?

   Rime Matching

Teacher: 

“Do these words rhyme: cat, hat?”



Phonological Awareness Scenario 
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1. How should the child respond? 

   “Sun.”

2. Which level of the phonological 

awareness continuum does this 

scenario represent? 

   Phoneme Level

3. Which phonological awareness task 

does this scenario represent: Blending, 

Segmenting, or Deleting?

   Blending

Teacher: 

“I’m going to say each sound in a word 

and you tell me the word. /s/ /ŭ/ /n/. 

What word? 



Phonological Awareness Scenario 
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1. How should the child respond?              

     “Cup-cake.”

2. Which level of the phonological 

awareness continuum does this scenario 

represent?                                   

 Word Level

3. Which phonological awareness task 

does this scenario represent: Blending, 

Segmenting, or Deleting?     

      Segmenting

Teacher: “What two words make up 

the word cupcake?



Next Steps: Self-Study
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Participant Guide for Module 3 (Vocabulary)
• Activity 4: Plan and Implement on page 13 (4 reflection questions). 
• Activity 11: Video-Viewing Guide for Play-Based Interactions With Teacher Guidance on page 52.

Videos from Module 3 (Vocabulary)
• Video 1 Building a Network of Words (3:23) (https://youtu.be/o0cCUj8YPoo). 
• Video 4 Play-Based Interactions With Teacher Guidance (9:47) (https://youtu.be/93K68UIBa7w). 

Self-Study Reading from Module 3 Participant Guide
• Session 7: p. 1–7
• Session 8: p. 14–25
• Session 9: p. 35–45

Self-Study Reading from Module 4 Participant Guide
• Session 10: p. 1–12
• Session 11: p. 18–28
• Session 12: p. 32–41

https://youtu.be/o0cCUj8YPoo
https://youtu.be/93K68UIBa7w
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