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Professional Learning Community: Emergent Literacy 

Module 1: Print Knowledge

Sessions 1 – 3

Overview



Professional Learning Community

EMERGENT LITERACY

Module 1: Print Knowledge

Session 1

What Is Print Knowledge,

Why It Is Important, and 

How To Teach It Effectively



Activities for Module 1: Print Knowledge (Session 1) 
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Videos for Module 1: Print Knowledge (Session 1) 
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Purpose of This Professional Learning Community (PLC)
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To engage in collaborative learning experiences to 

support preschool teachers in applying evidence-based 

language and literacy strategies.
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Norms For Our PLC
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Cell phones on 

silent

Pay attention to 
self and others

 Presume 

    positive intentions
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Activity 1: FAQs About Print Knowledge

•Record your responses in the 

middle column of the table. 

•We will return to this activity at 

the end of the Print Knowledge 

module to compare responses. 
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Define and Discuss Session Goals and Content
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✓Understand the purpose of our PLC. 

✓Explore the Participant Guide. 

✓Understand that emergent literacy skills are key to success.

✓Understand print knowledge and why it is important.

✓Understand the features of effective instruction.
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Self-Study Reading for Session 1
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• What Is Print Knowledge?

• Why Is Print Knowledge Important?

• Features of Effective Instruction
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What Is Print Knowledge?
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Knowledge of:

• Letter names

• Letter sounds  

• Concepts of print

S  

/m/   /s/    /ŏ/
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Why Is Print Knowledge Important?
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✓ It is a precursor to reading.

✓ It helps children understand the alphabetic principle.

✓It is associated with achievement in    

    decoding, spelling, and reading      

    comprehension in kindergarten or later.

✓ It is included in state standards.

Module 1 | Session 1 | 15



Print Knowledge is Included in Standards
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Look at our state’s standards and notice how 

print knowledge is included as a key learning 

goal. 

   

                 Highlight key words related to print     

  knowledge.
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Explicit Instructional Routine
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Teacher explains and models the skill or concept.

Teacher provides guided practice with scaffolding (prompts, corrective 
feedback). 

Children engage in independent practice and cumulative review.
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Explicit, Implicit, and Incidental Instruction
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Explicit Instruction is for introducing a new skill or concept. 

    Use the I Do, We Do, You Do routine to teach the letter N. 

Implicit Instruction is for children to practice a skill or concept that has previously been 

explicitly taught, with less scaffolding than explicit instruction.

     After the letter N is explicitly taught, practice identifying it during read- alouds. 

Incidental Instruction takes advantage of teachable moments.

      At snack time, ask, “Can anyone find the letter N on your wrapper?”
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Learn and Confirm

Activity 2: Scenario Sort

1. Identify classroom scenarios as            

explicit, implicit, or incidental.

2. Describe when each type of instruction 

should be implemented.
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Learn and Confirm

Activity 2: Scenario Sort--#10

Module 1 | Session 1 | 27

While the class is playing on the playground, 

the teacher calls over four children to a 

hopscotch grid. She gives each child a 

beanbag marked with a letter the child has not 

mastered. She instructs the children to toss 

their bean bag (one at a time), hop to it, say 

the letter name, and then pick it up and jump 

back to the beginning.

Which type of instruction?

➢ Explicit (introducing a new 

skill or concept or re-teach 

children who need 

intervention)

➢ Implicit (practicing a 

previously taught skill or 

concept)

➢ Incidental (unplanned, 

teachable moment)



Activity 3: Videos: Comparison of Explicit and Implicit Instruction

Video 2: Small-Group Explicit Instruction Using Sound Bags (M and S) 
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https://youtu.be/CIOfy8WBaIg
https://youtu.be/CIOfy8WBaIg
https://youtu.be/CIOfy8WBaIg


Activity 3: Videos: Comparison of Explicit and Implicit Instruction

Video 3: Implicit Print Knowledge Instruction in Multiple Contexts 
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https://youtu.be/5os00QtRgkg


Reflect, Plan, and Implement

Activity 6: Plan and Implement (Self-Study)

•Answer the reflection questions on page 13. 

• Two videos shown during this session. Answer the 

reflection questions. 

•Self-Study Reading for Session 2 on pages 15–19.

•Note your questions or comments.
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We have completed 

Session 1 
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Professional Learning Community

EMERGENT LITERACY

Module 1: Print Knowledge

Session 2

Teaching Print Knowledge

Using Small-Group Explicit Instruction



Activities for Module 1: Print Knowledge (Session 2)

22



Videos for Module 1: Print Knowledge (Session 2) 
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Debrief
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• Discuss your explicit and implicit instruction of print knowledge.

• How might you change explicit instruction to implicit? Implicit to 

explicit?

• Two videos for classroom organization. 

• How did the teachers organize print knowledge materials and make 

them part of the system for managing centers?

• Self-Study Reading for Session 2 on pages 15–19 and discuss.



Learn and Confirm

Scope and Sequence

1. Is there one “right” scope and sequence to teach 

letter names and letter sounds?

2. If we need to create our own scope and 

sequence, there is evidence to guide our 

decisions. Highlight three guidelines for 

teaching letter names and letter sounds.
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Scope and Sequence for Print Knowledge

Follow these guidelines when creating your scope and sequence for teaching letter 
names and letter sounds:

✓Explicitly teach a few new letters each week.

✓Use cumulative review. 

✓Start with letters in a child’s name.

✓Start with letter names that include the letter sound when you say the letter name:

B D J K T  M N R S  
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We have completed 

Session 2 
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Professional Learning Community

EMERGENT LITERACY

Module 1: Print Knowledge

Session 3

Teaching Print Knowledge Using Print Referencing 

During Read-Alouds,

Considerations for English Learner Students and 

Students With Disabilities, and 

Additional Resources



Activities for Module 1: Print Knowledge (Session 3)
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Videos for Module 1: Print Knowledge (Session 3) 
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Learn and Confirm

Print Referencing During Read-Alouds

1. What does print referencing during read-

alouds mean to you?

2. Provide an example of a time that you 

used print referencing during read-

alouds.
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Print Referencing During Read-Alouds

An instructional strategy to teach print 

knowledge. You read aloud, showing the 

pages to children, and build in print-

focused activities.
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Can you find the N on this page?

(Point to a letter.) This letter is N. 



Collaborate and Practice

Activity 13: Lesson Plan for Print Referencing During Read-Alouds

Plan and practice 

teaching print 

knowledge 

in small groups. 
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Activity 1: FAQs About Print Knowledge

• Record your responses in the third column. 

• How did your responses change from 

Session 1? 
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We have completed 

Session 3 
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Questions and Comments

36

• Content and organization?

• Attention-grabbing?

• Reflections?



Move to Breakout Rooms and Comfort Break

37
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