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Drs. Christopher Lonigan, Beth Phillips, and Chris Schatschneider 
were awarded a four year, $3.3 million research grant from the 

Institute of Education Sciences (IES). The study is designed to examine 
the timing and dosage of a research-based language intervention 
for preschool and kindergarten students with weak language skills. 
More specifically, the goals of are to understand more about which 
timing and intensity of intervention delivery is the most effective at 
supporting substantial growth in oral language and comprehension 
skills for students from backgrounds of poverty and other risk factors. 
The most important goal is to evaluate the effectiveness of one year of 
intervention versus two years of intervention.

Participating preschoolers will be screened to determine if they 
qualify for the intervention. The project design involves randomizing 
eligible prekindergarten students to either a business-as-usual 
group that does not receive intervention in either grade, or to 
one of three conditions in which students receive intervention 
in prekindergarten and kindergarten, in prekindergarten only, or 
in kindergarten only. Participating students will be individually 
assessed at the beginning, middle and end of prekindergarten, then 
again three times during the kindergarten year, and finally at the 
end of first grade. The language intervention consists of 72 lessons 
each lasting approximately 25 minutes. Highly trained and closely 
supervised project personnel will implement the lessons in small 
groups (3 – 5), four days a week over the course of 18 – 20 weeks.

CONTACTS

Dr. Christopher Lonigan 
Principal Investigator 

(850) 644-7241 
 lonigan@psy.fsu.edu

Dr. Beth Phillips 
Principal Investigator 

(850) 644-2002 
 bphillips@fcrr.org

FUNDING AGENCY

Institute of  
Education Sciences

US Department  
of Education

ATLAS 
Accelerating Target Language to Achieve Success
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CKLA 
Efficacy of the Core Knowledge Language Arts Read Aloud 

Program in Kindergarten through Second Grade Classrooms

The purpose of this project is to test the 
efficacy of the Core Knowledge Language 

Arts: Knowledge Strand read aloud program 
in kindergarten through second grade 
classrooms. Many students struggle with reading 
comprehension in the United States and research 
has suggested that teachers may foster the 
development of comprehension by reading aloud 
to students in primary grade classrooms. However, 
many teachers are not strategic in choosing texts 
to read aloud, or they follow curricular programs 
that do not build coherent knowledge.

CKLA is a fully developed curriculum focused on 
literature, science, and American and world history. 
In order to test the efficacy of participation in the 
CKLA program in improving student achievement 
outcomes, researcher randomly assigned 
schools either to receive CKLA or to continue to 
receive the regular classroom practices already 
in place. Students in the treatment schools 
will receive a total of three years of CKLA in 
kindergarten, first, and second grades. Student 
achievement outcomes (i.e., vocabulary, listening 
comprehension, knowledge) will be assessed prior 
to the intervention in kindergarten and again in the 
spring of kindergarten, the spring of first grade, 
and the spring of second grade. Implementation 
fidelity and comparison group practices will be 
assessed using classroom observations and 
teacher reading logs.

PARTNERS

Harvard University

Core Knowledge  
Foundation

The New Teacher Project

FUNDERS

Institute of  
Education Sciences

5 years  
(7/1/2016–6/30/2021) 

$3.3 million

CONTACTS

Dr. Sonia Cabell 
Principal Investigator 

(850) 645-1410 
scabell@fcrr.org

Marcy Wyatt  
Project Manager 
(850) 645-1460 
mwyatt@fcrr.org
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EL VPK  
English Learners Voluntary Prekindergarten

The Institute of Education Sciences recently 
announced a four-year grant to the Florida 

Center for Reading Research to explore effective 
instructional practices for 4 year-old Spanish-
speaking English learners in Florida PreK classrooms. 
The grant was awarded to Drs. Chris Lonigan 
(Psychology), Beth Phillips (Education), and Chris 
Schatschneider (Psychology).

FCRR Director Dr. Don Compton states, “IES 
continues to recognize the important contributions 
that Chris makes to our understanding of the role 
of school readiness in providing the foundations 
necessary for effective early learning in EL students. 
His leadership in this area is unparalleled.”

CONTACTS

Dr. Christopher Lonigan 
Principal Investigator 

(850) 644-4959 
lonigan@psy.fsu.edu

FUNDING AGENCY

Institute of Education Sciences

US Department of Education



Florida Center for Reading Research: Focus 2020 7

FLDRC 
Florida Learning Disabilities Research Center

The FLDRC is one of 3 federally funded LDRC projects. 
The projects are designed to broaden the scientific 

and practical understanding of learning disabilities and 
comorbid (co-occurring) conditions. The projects are 
funded by the National Institute of Health (NIH) through 
the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child 
Health and Human Development (NICHD).

Florida State holds the grant for one of the centers. The 
project – FLDRC includes faculty at Florida State as well 
as 12 other universities. There are two other centers, one 
at the University of Colorado and The Texas Center for 
Learning Disabilities at the University of Houston.

The FLDRC is in its third 5 year cycle of NIH funding. The 
Center has 6 Projects and 3 Cores. The projects include:

Project 1: Definition, Classification and Risk Prediction

Project 2: Developing Dynamic Forecasting Intervention 
Algorithms for Children with Severe Literacy Disabilities

Project 3: Understanding Risk for Early Language and 
Literacy Difficulties in Young Children

Project 4: Reading and Math Co-Development in a Diverse 
Sample of Twins

Project 5: Co-Development of Skills Associated with 
Learning Difficulties/Disabilities in Monolingual and 
Bilingual Children

Project 6: Imaging genetics in SRD: Mega- and Meta-
analyses

The cores include an administrative core, an analytics core 
and an engagement core. To learn more please visit the 
website fsuld.org.

To learn more about the scope of all the LDRCs:  
www.nichd.nih.gov/research/supported/ldrc

CONTACT

Dr. Richard Wagner 
Principal Investigator 

(850) 644-1033 
rkwagner@psy.fsu.edu 

fsuld.fcrr.org

FUNDING AGENCY

National Institutes of Health

Eunice Kennedy Shriver 
National Institute of 

Child Health and Human 
Development
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NCIL 
National Center on Improving Literacy

The National Center on Improving Literacy 
(NCIL) is a partnership among literacy experts, 

university researchers, and technical assistance 
providers, with funding from the United States 
Department of Education.

Our Mission is to increase access to, and use 
of, evidence-based approaches to screen, 
identify, and teach students with literacy-related 
disabilities, including dyslexia.

CONTACT

Dr. Yaacov Petscher
Partnership Lead

ypetscher@fsu.edu
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Project VOICES 
Vocabulary, Oral Interactions and  

Classroom Environments Study

Project VOICES has been designed to assess children’s 
vocabulary and language skills, which are highly influential to 

their future academic success. This project will involve gathering 
information through teacher questionnaires, interviews, classroom 
observations, and individual child assessments that will measure 
language skills. This data will lead to a better understanding of 
how the general classroom environment and other classroom 
instructional activities influence the development of children’s 
language skills.

CONTACT

Dr. Beth Phillips 
Principal Investigator 

(850) 644-2002 
bphillips@fcrr.org
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RFU 

Reading for Understanding

Reading for Understanding is a large project, funded by the 
Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, 

comprised of more than 10 different research studies focused 
on how children understand text and how to teach students 
to better understand what they are reading. By developing 
assessments and interventions, then implementing them in 
the classrooms in North Florida and Arizona schools, we are 
committed to helping improve the strategies children use to 
understand text. These studies will help us develop better ways 
to teach reading for understanding; help children learn; and 
discover what we can do to make sure all children succeed. 
Plus, RFU at FCRR is part of a larger nationwide effort, also 
funded by IES, including 5 other centers, all working together to 
help students comprehend better.

CONTACT

Dr. Christopher Lonigan 
Principal Investigator 

(850) 644-4959 
lonigan@psy.fsu.edu 

rfu.fcrr.org

FUNDING AGENCY

Institute of  
Education Sciences

US Department of Education
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REL Southeast 
Regional Educational Laboratory Southeast

REL Souheast is one of ten Regional Educational Laboratories 
that work in partnership with school districts, state 

departments of education, and others to use data and research 
to improve academic outcomes for students. Fundamentally, the 
mission of the RELs is to provide support for a more evidence-
reliant education system.

REL Southeast brings together the critical elements for success: 
a thorough knowledge of the region’s education systems and 
contexts; a history of responding to the needs of state and local 
educators within the region; deep understanding of the critical 
issues to be addressed; and extensive expertise in research, 
analytical technical support, and dissemination. Our strengths 
include a strong presence in each state served and long-standing 
working relationships with state and local educators throughout 
the region.

REL Southeast is located at Florida State University in 
Tallahassee, Florida, under the direction of Dr. Barbara Foorman, 
Francis Eppes Professor of Education and Director Emeritus of 
the Florida Center for Reading Research. REL Southeast partners 
with American Institutes for Research (AIR), The William & Ida 
Friday Institute for Educational Innovation, Instructional Research 
Group (IRG), Marcia Kosanovich Education, RMC Research 
Corporation, and RTI to conduct the work for our region.

CONTACT

Dr. Barbara Foorman 
Director 

(850) 645-1173 
 rel-se@fsu.edu 

ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs 
regions/southeast/

FUNDING AGENCY

Institute of  
Education Sciences

US Department  
of Education

AWARD PERIOD

January 3, 2017 – 
January 2, 2022

PREPARING A CAREER-READY STUDENT

10 
Evidence-Based 

Practices for Career 

Counseling

The following practices 

were selected by REL 

Southeast Florida Career 

Readiness Research Alliance 

members after reviewing 

and discussing a literature 

review on effective career 

counseling practices.

Preparing the Student
1. Establish work readiness behaviors and 

social skills (employability skills)1

2. Systematically explore the “career-

related aspects” that promote better 

person-environment fit, including 

initial goal formation, exploratory 

actions, and computer-assisted career 

guidance programs2

How Do We Teach?
3. Organize classes around a career goal3

4. Integrate instruction that demonstrates 

the relevance of course content to the 

world of work3

5. Assist students in formulating 

Individualized Learning Plans4

Building School/
Career Networks
6. Encourage career days, work-

related experiences (role-playing 

or job shadowing), and visits to 

postsecondary campuses5

7. Include work-based learning 

experiences such as internships, 

apprenticeships, and school-based 

enterprises3

How Do We Counsel?
8. Increase access to various forms of 

accurate career planning information, 

including future employment 

expectations6

9. Create collaborative opportunities 

for school counselors, administrators, 

teachers, families, and community 

members to discuss career counseling 

with students7

10. Increase access to group or individual 

career counseling interventions, 

academic advising8

Information and materials for this presentation are supported by IES/NCEE’s Regional Educational Laboratory Southeast at Florida State University (Contract ED-IES-17-C-0011) as resources and 

examples for the viewer’s convenience. Their inclusion is not intended as an endorsement by the Regional Educational Laboratory Southeast or its funding source, the Institute of Education Sciences.

In addition, the instructional practices and assessments discussed or shown in this presentation are not intended to mandate, direct, or control a State’s, local educational agency’s, or school’s specific 

instructional content, academic achievement system and assessments, curriculum, or program of instruction. State and local programs may use any instructional content, achievement system and 

assessments, curriculum, or program of instruction they wish.

1 Bloch, D. P. (1996). Career development and workforce preparation: Educational policy versus school practice. The Career Development Quarterly, 45(1), 20-39.

2 Super, D. E. (1983). Assessment in career guidance: Toward truly developmental counseling. Journal of Counseling & Development, 61(9), 555-562.

3 Lapan, R. T., Tucker, B., Kim, S. K., & Kosciulek, J. F. (2003). Preparing rural adolescents for post‐high school transitions. Journal of Counseling & Development, 81(3), 329-342.

4 Solberg, V. S., Phelps, L. A., Haakenson, K. A., Durham, J. F., & Timmons, J. (2012). The nature and use of individualized learning plans as a promising career intervention strategy. Journal of 

Career Development, 39(6), 500-514.

5 Dynarski, M., Clarke, L., Cobb, B., Finn, J., Rumberger, R., & Smink, J. (2008). Dropout prevention. IES Practice Guide. NCEE 2008-4025. National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional 

Assistance.

6 Lent, R. W., Brown, S. D., & Hackett, G. (1994). Toward a unifying social cognitive theory of career and academic interest, choice, and performance. Journal of Vocational Behavior, 45, 79–122.

7 Griffin, D., Hutchins, B. C., & Meece, J. L. (2011). Where do rural high school students go to find information about their futures? Journal of Counseling and Development: JCD, 89(2), 172.

8 Hughes, K. L., & Karp, M. M. (2004). School-based career development: A synthesis of the literature. Institute on Education and the Economy, Columbia University.

An LEA or School Guide 
for Identifying Evidence-Based 

Interventions for School Improvement
Laurie Lee

John Hughes
Kevin Smith

Barbara Foorman
FLORIDA CENTER FOR READING RESEARCH, FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

SELF-STUDY GUIDE FOR IMPLEMENTING 

LITERACY INTERVENTIONS IN GRADES 3-8

U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n

March 2017
 

What’s Happening 

Characteristics and career paths
 

of North Carolina school leaders
 

La’Tara Osborne-Lampkin 

Jessica Sidler Folsom 

Florida State University 

Key findings 

This study examines the demographics, educational attainment, 

licenses, and career paths of North Carolina school leaders 

(assistant principals and principals) and the number of principals 

who entered and left the principal workforce from 2001/02 

through 2012/13. It found that: 

•	 Women constituted a majority of school leaders. 

•	 The racial/ethnic makeup of school principals remained 

steady, with about 75 percent of them White. 

•	 Master’s degree was the most common highest level of 

educational attainment. 

•	 A majority of school leaders did not stay in school leadership 

for the full 10 years examined. 

•	 A majority of principals and assistant principals spent time 

as a classroom teacher before becoming a school leader. 

•	 Leaders in rural schools were generally similar to leaders in 

nonrural schools in demographics, educational attainment, 

licenses, and career paths. 

At Florida State University 

November 2015
 

What’s Known 

A systematic review of 

the relationships between 

principal characteristics 

and student achievement 

La’Tara Osborne-Lampkin 

Jessica Sidler Folsom 

Carolyn D. Herrington 

Florida State University 

Highlights 

This report reviews studies that have investigated 

the relationships between principal characteristics 

(including precursors, behaviors, and leadership styles) 

and student achievement. Only one experimental study 

examined a principal intervention designed to improve 

student achievement. It found that grade 8 students 

randomly assigned to have one-on-one conversations 

with the principal scored higher on the state English 

language arts test. An additional 38 quantitative and 

2 mixed method studies provided mixed evidence of 

the relationships between principal characteristics and 

student achievement; 11 qualitative studies mirrored 

the quantitative findings. 

At Florida State University 

U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n

Improving Instruction Through Professional learning Communities
What are Professional Learning 
Communities (PLCs)?
PLCs are a form of professional development in which small groups of educators with shared goals work together to expand their knowledge and improve their craft. Typically, a PLC consists of a facilitator leading a team of teachers that meets regularly to learn new topics, share ideas, and problem solve.

Possible PLC topics:
• English Learners
• Classroom Management

• Literacy
• STEM

Benefits of PLCs
• Adds coherence and continuous learning to professional development 1

• Fosters teacher learning 2

• Improves the professional culture of a school 1

Common PLC Activities

Read and 
discuss articles 

or books

Attend 
trainings or 
conferences

Use professional 
development 
resources to 

build content 
knowledge

Facilitate 
learning on a 

new topic

Forming PLCs
PLCs may be formed around:
• Grade level
• Content area
• Instructors 

from 
different 
schools

PLC Facilitators
The PLC Facilitator organizes the team, coordinates the selection of professional development materials, and ensures goals are met. Common characteristics of effective facilitators include:• Strong content-area background

• Good communication skills
• School leadership experience
• Ability to relate well to adult learners 3, 4

Five-Step Process for PLC Sessions  Adapted from Wald and Castleberry’s five stages of work for teams, or groups, engaging in a collaborative learning cycle.5

Debrief classroom 
practice

Define session 
goals

Explore new 
practices and 

compare them to 
current practices

Experiment with 
newly learned 

strategies

Reflect and 
implementEDUCATOR’S PRACTICE GUIDE  WHAT WORKS CLEARINGHOUSE™

Teaching Academic Content and Literacy to English Learners in Elementary and Middle School

NCEE 2014-4012
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

for the What Works Clearinghouse

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
COMMUNITIES FACILITATOR’S GUIDE 

TM Practice Guide Teaching Academic Content and Literacy to English  Learners in Elementary and Middle School  

’ 

EDUCATOR’S PRACTICE GUIDE A set of recommendations to address challenges in classrooms and schools

WHAT WORKS CLEARINGHOUSE™

Foundational Skills to Support Reading for Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade

NCEE 2016-4008
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONPROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITIES

FACILITATOR’S GUIDE
For the What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide

Foundational Skills to Support Reading for Understandingin Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade

Check out current 
PLC Facilitator’s Guides 
and Practice Guides 
at ies.ed.gov.

Information and materials for this presentation are supported by IES/NCEE’s Regional Educational Laboratory Southeast at Florida State University (Contract ED-IES-17-C-0011) as resources and 

examples for the viewer’s convenience. Their inclusion is not intended as an endorsement by the Regional Educational Laboratory Southeast or its funding source, the Institute of Education Sciences.

In addition, the instructional practices and assessments discussed or shown in this presentation are not intended to mandate, direct, or control a State’s, local educational agency’s, or school’s specific 

instructional content, academic achievement system and assessments, curriculum, or program of instruction. State and local programs may use any instructional content, achievement system and 

assessments, curriculum, or program of instruction they wish.

1 Vescio, V., Ross, D., & Adams, A. (2008). A review of research on the impact of professional learning communities on teaching practice and student learning. Teaching and Teacher Education 24(1), 

80–91. 
2 Englert, C. S., & Tarrant, K. L. (1995). Creating collaborative cultures for educational change. Remedial and Special Education, 16(6), 325–336, 353.  
3 Garet, M. S., Porter, A. C., Desimone, L., Birman, B. F., & Yoon, K. S. (2001). What makes professional development effective? Results from a national sample of teachers. American educational 

research journal, 38(4), 915-945.
4 Leithwood, K. A., & Riehl, C. (2003). What we know about successful school leadership. Nottingham: National College for School Leadership.
5 Wald, P., & Castleberry, M. (2000). Educators as learners: Creating a professional learning community in your school. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.
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VVC 
Variable Vowel Collaborative

English spelling is described as quasi-regular, meaning 
a system in which the relationship between input (i.e., 

orthography) and output (i.e., phonology) is systematic, 
but with many inconsistencies (often referred to as 
exceptions). These inconsistencies often center around the 
pronunciation of vowels, which can vary as a function of 
letter position and the neighborhood of surrounding letters. 
For instance, as children learn to read words with the vowel 
grapheme “ea,” as in head and meat, they will become 
sensitive to the fact that the final consonant influences 
the vowel pronunciation such that "ea" is more likely to be 
pronounced like “head” when it occurs before “d” than when 
it occurs before other consonants. This is an example of 
sensitivity to the “consonantal context”, that is the influence 
neighboring consonants have on vowel pronunciation, 
which is strongly correlated with word reading skill in 
children. Being able to understand and use the consonantal 
context to pronounce words is an example of a “context-
dependent” phonics relationship.

These “context-dependent” phonics relationships are at the 
center of the Variable Vowel Collaborative, a new Learning 
Disabilities Innovation Hub funded by the National Institute 
of Child Health and Human Development. The goal of the 
Hub is to help fill in the gaps of our collective knowledge 
about how young readers acquire these context-dependent 
sound-to-spelling relationships and why these relationships 
are easier for some children to acquire than others. The 
findings from this study will be used to inform word reading 
instruction and will hopefully lead to better educational 
practices and offer unique insight into literacy acquisition 
by children with significant reading difficulties. We will work 
with students to explore the influence that exposure to 
different vowel pronunciation ratios in a training corpus of 
words and different types of word feedback (onset rime or 
grapheme-phoneme connections) have on subsequent vowel 
pronunciations embedded within nonwords (e.g, chead).

CONTACT

Jaime Elliott 
Project Coordinator 

(850) 644-9352 
vvcollab@fcrr.org 

@VVCollab

PARTNERS

Florida Center for  
Reading Research

Haskins Laboratories

University of Connecticut

FUNDING AGENCY

Eunice Kennedy Shriver 
National Institute of Child 

Health & Human Development 
(NICHD)
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INNOVATION



Florida Center for Reading Research: Focus 202014

QMI 
 Quantitative Methodology & Innovation

The mission of QMI is to advance 
scientific discovery through 

multi-disciplinary collaboration on 
research design, data analysis, and 
innovation in quantitative methods 
and assessment.

The primary purpose of the QMI is 
the application of rigorous research 
methods and advanced statistical 
analyses to research related to 
improving social, educational, 
behavioral, psychological, and 
emotional outcomes across the 
developmental spectrum from 
birth to adulthood. For these 
key outcomes, QMI is dedicated 
to the design and analysis 
of experimental and quasi-
experimental research, the study 
of individual differences, screening 

and identification, and innovations 
for connecting people to data. 

THE MISSION OF QMI IS 
MET BY OFFERING FOUR 
SPECIFIC SERVICES:

•	 Quantitative methodological 
services for research projects 
(FSU internal and external).

•	 Advanced statistical and 
psychometric modeling 
services for the development  
of assessments and tools.

•	 Training on statistical 
techniques and innovative 
applications.

•	 Data collection, management 
and related support services. 

CURRENT 
PROJECTS:

The Agency for Persons  
with Disabilities
The Florida Center of Reading 
Research at Florida State 
University along with the 
FSU College of Social Work is 
partnering with Florida’s Agency 
for Persons with Disabilities 
to evaluate and improve their 
assessment tool for people with 
developmental disabilities. The 
Questionnaire for Situational 
Information (QSI), administered 
by the agency, provides a way to 
determine the level of need for 
the individuals they serve. “It’s 
essential for consistency,” said 
APD Waiver Support Coordinator 
Blake Little. “It provides a baseline 
for each client’s needs and the 
level of support required from 
caregivers.” The nature of the 
assessment requires the 10-year 
old test to periodically undergo 
its own evaluation. This year, 
the Quantitative Methods and 
Innovation division of the Florida 
Center for Reading Research, in 
collaboration with the College of 
Social Work, will be evaluating 
the next generation of the QSI 
assessment. The goal of the 
two-year contract with APD is 
to measure the assessment’s 
reliability and validity, then provide 
an overall psychometric evaluation 
of its content. “The Agency for 
Persons with Disabilities always 
wants to look for ways to improve 
our assessment tool to make it as 
accurate as possible at identifying 
our clients’ level of need,” said 
APD Director Barbara Palmer. 
“We are working with FSU to 
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ensure the next generation QSI 
is even better at determining 
the critical service needs of 
our customers.” To accomplish 
these tasks, Yaacov Petscher, 
associate professor of social work 
and director of the Quantitative 
Methods and Innovation (QMI) 
division, has assembled a cross-
section of talent from throughout 
the College of Social Work, each 
bringing their unique expertise 
to the table. “Given our division’s 
experience in supporting 
development of the Florida 
Assessments for Instruction in 
Reading in partnership with the 
Florida Department of Education 
and the Reading Assessment for 
Prescriptive Instructional Data 
with Lexia Learning, this felt like 
a natural extension of our work,” 
Petscher said. In addition to 
showcasing QMI’s methodological 
expertise, the project also 
highlights the partnerships that 
make FSU a pioneering institution 
for multidisciplinary innovation. 
“This project is an exciting synergy 
of methodological excellence 
that comes alive through 
multidisciplinary team science,” 
said Jim Clark, dean of the College 
of Social Work. “This is the kind 
of work we deeply value at the 
college, because it improves the 
well-being of children and families.”

Reach Every Reader
"A student who fails to read 
adequately in first grade has a 
90 percent probability of reading 
poorly in fourth grade, and a 75 
percent probability of reading 
poorly in high school. Together, we 
aim to make significant progress in 
solving the crisis in early literacy. 
The most effective interventions 
for at-risk readers work best when 
implemented early, before they fail."

Center for Translational 
Behavioral Science
“The mission of the Center for 
Translational Behavioral Science 
at Florida State University is 
to promote public health and 

health equity using a sustainable 
team science approach for the 
development and wide spread 
implementation of behavioral 
and biobehavioral interventions 
across the translational 
spectrum. CTBS relies on a 
continuous cycle of interaction 
between basic behavioral and 
biomedical scientists, translational 
researchers, treatment providers, 
and communities to develop 
interventions reaching diverse 
and under-served populations in 
local communities and beyond. 
In our partnership with CTBS, 
we will assist these scientists, 
providers, and communities 
through providing methodological 
guidance through power analyses 
and intervention methods, and will 
use best practices for analyzing 
data from clinical trials and other 
community-based interventions.”

RECENT PRODUCT 
INNOVATIONS:

Teacher Assistive  
Scoring Platform
Dr. Petscher received a GAP award 
to develop an educational platform 
that allows teachers and students 
to simultaneously access an 
assessment tool, so that teachers 
could record results as students 
take assessments. The platform 
cuts down on the number of forms 
students and teachers need for 
performance and scoring and allows 
for information to be more easily 
accessible for evaluation.

The Earlier Assessment  
for Reading Success
Dr. Petscher developed a web 
application that will assist teachers 
in projecting reading success in 
elementary-age students beyond 
the standard one-year period. 
Currently, based on a series of 
fluency assessments, teachers are 
able to determine if a kindergartener, 
first, second or third grader is high 
to moderate to a low-risk candidate 
in reading success. “This app allows 

a teacher to take one or more of 
their fluency scores for students and 
obtain a percent-change indicator 
of being a successful reader not 
just in the current year but up to 
three years later,” Yaacov Petscher, 
associate director of the Florida 
Center for Reading Research at FSU, 
said. “That’s a very powerful tool to 
give a teacher,” Petscher added. “We 
can predict your chance of being a 
successful reader out to third grade.”

System for Performing 
Assessment without Testing
Dr. Petscher and Dr. Schatschneider 
received a US Patent (9,299,266) 
in 2016 in which “a system for 
educational assessment without 
testing is provided that includes 
one or more client systems that are 
connected to a network allowing 
students or school officials to 
communicate with an education 
framework that performs and 
manages educational assessment.”

The K-12 Rapid Assessment
The Lexia RAPID Assessment, 
developed by Drs. Barbara 
Foorman, Yaacov Petscher, and 
Chris Schatschneider of FCRR, 
received the 2016 Award of 
Excellence and Best of Show award 
from Tech & Learning magazine. 
The Award of Excellence honors 
innovative tools and applications 
that address management, safety, 
communication, differentiated 
learning, assessment, and other key 
areas in education. The computer-
adaptive assessment, selected by a 
distinguished group of technology 
advisors, was selected for breaking 
new ground in literacy screening 
by using technology to seamlessly 
connect data to instruction in a 
practical and actionable way.
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Atlanta 323

Atlanta 323 is a research-
practice partnership alliance 

focused on Atlanta’s preschool 
to 3rd grade (P3) early childhood 
system. Through relevant 
research and robust partnerships, 
we will ensure that all of Atlanta’s 
children have a seamless high-
quality pathway from birth to 
college and career.

CONTACTS

Dr. Nicole Patton Terry 
Partnership Lead 

npattonterry@fsu.edu

PARTNERS

Urban Child Study Center  
at Georgia State University

Atlanta Public Schools

Sheltering Arms Early  
Education & Family Centers

YMCA of Metro Atlanta

Easter Seals of North Georgia

United Way of Greater Atlanta

GEEARS:  
Georgia Early Education 

 Alliance for Ready Students

Get Georgia Reading

Georgia Department of Early 
Care and Learning

Georgia Department  
of Education

FUNDERS

Institute of Education Sciences

Spencer Foundation
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Project Graduate 2.0:  
Unlocking the Power and Potential of Georgia’s Foster Youth

Project Graduate 2.0 is a research-practice partnership alliance focused on the educational 
achievement of Georgia’s foster youth. Through relevant research and robust partnerships, we will 

develop strategies to ensure that more foster youth graduate from high school.

In partnership with the Urban Child Study Center at Georgia State University, an interdisciplinary 
team of researchers will support efforts to:

•	 build the Division's internal capacity to collect, analyze and utilize data to inform practice  
and policies

•	 strengthen the Division’s and its partners' ability to identify struggling students, determine 
effective interventions, and develop methods for monitoring overall progress

•	 conduct research using state and local data to inform practice and policies related to educational 
stability, literacy achievement, and students with special needs

•	 participate in dissemination activities to increase awareness, inform 
programming and policies, and support scalability of best practices.

CONTACTS

Dr. Nicole Patton Terry 
Partnership Lead 

npattonterry@fsu.edu

PARTNERS

Urban Child Study Center at  
Georgia State University

Georgia Division of Family  
and Children Services

Multi-Agency Alliance  
for Children (MAAC)

University of Georgia

FUNDERS

GradNation: America’s  
Promise Alliance
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Partnerships

OPENING NIGHTS IN 
CLASS K-12 EDUCATIONAL 
MATERIALS

Opening Nights in Class series of educational 
programs provide students and the community 

with once-in-a-life time opportunities through 
master classes, workshops, school tours, Q&As, 
and panels with world-class performers at no cost 
to participants. Events are designed to educate, 
illuminate and inspire.

Opening Nights at FSU and Florida Center for 
Reading Research work closely with our visiting 
artists to meet the educational needs of our diverse 
K-12 school communities by creating support 
material so teachers and students can continue 
learning in the classroom after the performance.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
PARTNERSHIPS

The Florida Center for Reading 
Research actively participates 

in local government-sponsored 
community initiatives. From 2015 
to 2018, we partnered with the 
Tallahassee’s Mayor’s Office, Whole 
Child Leon, and other organizations 
to help build, promote, and facilitate 
activities and events centered around 
the Community Summit on Children. 
The Summit convened community and 
business leaders from a broad cross 
section of Tallahassee and Leon County 
to spark a dialogue on the issues 
related to early childhood development 
and galvanize participation in the 
community led Family First Initiative.

CREATE YOUR SONG

 COLORING ACTIVITY

Practice your new storyteller skills through 

the art of songwriting by writing your own 

lyrics in the space below. Share your song 

with friends and family.
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S H A N A  T U C K E R

About Shana Tucker
With a deep respect for lyrical storytelling, cellist/singer-songwriter  Shana Tucker delivers a unique voice through her self-described genre of ChamberSoul ™.  Shana ‘s melodies weave strong hints of jazz, classical, soulful folk, acoustic pop and a touch of R&B into a distinctive rhythmic tapestry. Having opened  for internationally-acclaimed artists including Norah Jones, Sweet Honey in the Rock the Blind Boys of Alabama and Indigo Girls, Shana’s vocals and cello are featured on several studio and live recording projects by both independent and signed label artists and producers. Shana’s style and sound have been described as a blend of Dianne Reeves, Joni Mitchell and Tracy Chapman with an efficient complexity that is reminiscent of Bill Withers.   

WEDNESDAY
October

9
SHARE YOUR RESPONSE AND FEEDBACK TO OPENINGNIGHTS@FSU.EDU
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June 9 • Tallahassee, Florida
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#FamilyTLH

PROVIDER TO PROVIDER EXPO: LOCAL ADVOCATES STRENGTHENING FAMILIES TOGETHER
May 7, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Augustus B Turnbull Center
The Provider to Provider expo is an interactive day of professional development for providers to focus on learning local resources and their referral processes, engage with other agmeencies, facilitate connections for families, and learn alongside peers in our local system of care.

FAMILY FRIENDLY WORKPLACES RECOGNITION RECEPTIONMay 8, 5:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
Proof Brewing Company
Recognizing businesses that are striving to cultivate an environment that promotes a work/life balance that is essential to attracting and retaining talent, reducing absenteeism and turnover, increasing productivity, and promoting a workplace that allows for greater investments in children and families, the Family Friendly Workplaces Recognition Reception serves to celebrate and advance Tallahassee as one of the best places in the country to work and call home.

COMMUNITY SUMMIT ON CHILDRENMay 10, 8:30 am – 2:00 pm
Augustus B Turnbull Center
Convening community and business leaders from a broad cross section of Tallahassee/Leon to continue our dialogue on the issues related to early childhood development, the 4th Community Summit on Children strives to 
galvanize the community work being done to address our greatest challenges and continue the collaborative and 
powerful work of the Family First initiative.

2018 FAMILY FIRST WEEK  
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

KIDSFEST
May 5, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Cascades Park
FREE Admission and activities for children of all ages; proceeds from concessions will go towards Kids, Inc.

FAMILY 
FIRST

INITIATIVE

March 27 • Tallahassee, Florida

CITY 
of TALLAHASSEE

OFFICE 
of the MAYOR
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